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By Steve Burton 

DCPS Computer Operations Manager 
 

As most of you know, an internet 

outage affects more than our  

computers now; it also affects our 

new phone system and limits our 

public address usage. This is an  

important but temporary problem. 

We have two backup solutions in 

the works. They will both be put in 

place over the next several weeks. 
 

The first is a backup internet  

connection for the whole district.  

It is in the process of being  

installed now and will keep the district online for all  

electronic communications. Once in place, both our  

primary and secondary internet connections will be live, 

and losing either one will not take us offline. 
 

The second solution is to install a “phone only” internet 

connection at each school to address localized building  

outages. This equipment has been purchased and we  

expect this solution to be in place at all buildings by early 

June. Once in place, if your building loses its internet  

connection, this special connection will connect your desk 

phones to the internet so you can continue to receive and 

make calls. 
 

Both of these backup solutions are completely automatic. 

Dialing 911 from a school phone WILL continue to report 

the correct location of the caller to 911 dispatch. 
 

All administrators with district-provided cell phones 

should have the GoToConnect phone app installed. DCPS 

staff members who have a personal cell phone are also 

welcome to install this app. Among other features, you 

can set this app to receive calls that are placed to your 

classroom/office phone. If you don’t want calls going to 

your cell phone after hours or on weekends, this feature 

easily toggles off and on. 
 

Please refer to our district VOIP web page for additional 

information you may find helpful – www.dcps.org/VOIP 
 

Your Computer Operations team remains on standby! We 

are ready to assist you in all areas of staying connected. 

Steve Burton



Kristy Brackin named Highland Principal
Kristy Brackin has been named principal at 

Highland Elementary School. The  

announcement was made Friday, April 16, at a 

reception following a special meeting of the 

HES School-Based Decision Making Council. 
 

Kristy is currently serving the Daviess County 

Public Schools district as support services  

coordinator. In that role, she has provided  

support and training for school-level Positive 

Behavioral Interventions and Supports teams 

(PBIS), as well as interventions that make it 

possible for students to be successful in the 

classroom. She collaborated with the PBIS network to 

connect students, families, service organizations and  

district resources, with a goal of meeting individual needs 

of students and families; and served as the leader of the 

DCPS Family Resource and Youth Services Centers and 

coordinators. 
 

Kristy is a graduate of Daviess County High School and 

earned an associates degree from Owensboro Community 

College, a bachelor of science degree in elementary  

education from Western Kentucky University, a master  

of arts degree in education from Indiana Wesleyan  

University and her Rank I in gifted and talented education 

and literacy at Murray State University. She completed 

her principal certification studies at the University of the 

Cumberlands. She was awarded the Larry Hager Service 

Above Self Award from the Owensboro Rotary Club in 

2003 and was the DCPS Alpha Delta Kappa honoree in 

2017.   
 

Kristy began her education career as a student teacher at 

Philpot Elementary School in 2002. She taught at Newton 

Parrish and Meadow Lands elementary schools. She 

served as the instructional coach at MLES starting in 2012 

until being named support services coordinator in 2018. 
 

She has presented at numerous professional development 

programs. Topics have included youth mental health first 

aid, trauma-informed care for educators, and positive  

behavior interventions and supports. She has presented 

sessions on “The Complexity of Complex Tests/Common 

Core State Standards English/Language Arts Shifts” at 

both the state and local levels. Kristy has also served on 

and led numerous professional committees, including 

those focused on accelerated learning, the Kentucky 

framework for teaching peer observers, examining the role 

of staff developers and the Leader in Me/Lighthouse  

programs. She is a member of the Kentucky Education 

Association and Kentucky Reading Association. 

Her community involvement includes work as 

a member of the Goodfellows Club of  

Owensboro board. 
 

Kristy had described her philosophy of  

educational leadership as one of “collaborating, 

inspiring and empowering others in the daily 

mission of providing a safe and nurturing  

environment in which every student can learn 

and thrive.” Her goal as leader at Highland  

Elementary School is to “create a culture where 

all decisions made are centered on what is best 

intellectually, emotionally, physically and  

socially for kids.” 
 

Kristy said, “I’m overwhelmed and extremely excited. 

Being named principal at Highland Elementary School 

brings my life full-circle as I was a student at Highland 

and my children also attended this wonderful school.  

I believe my background in the areas of academic  

excellence, social-emotional nurturing and family  

resource supports will allow me to bring a comprehensive 

spectrum of skills and service to our students, families and 

staff. I am ready to embrace the future, love on kids and 

grow teachers and students as we work together to  

continue the legacy of high achievement and leaders at 

Highland Elementary School.” 
 

DCPS assistant superintendent for human services  

Dr. Amy Shutt said, “Highland SBDM worked with  

integrity and passion to fill the principal position at  

Highland Elementary. Their process was thorough and 

they kept their focus on placing Kids First, seeking a 

leader to support teachers, and someone to work  

collaboratively with families. With the hiring of Kristy 

Brackin, they found an outstanding leader who will lead 

Highland on the journey to continue academic excellence 

and the goal of preparing students to be successful in life. 

Kristy is a great addition to the elementary principal 

group, having served in leadership roles in multiple 

schools and at the district level. She brings a wealth of 

knowledge, heart and passion for students to her new role. 

She is an amazing leader.” 
 

Kristy will begin her new role on July 1, replacing  

Leslie Peveler, who has been named director of  

elementary education and multi-tiered systems of support 

coordinator for the DCPS district.

Kristy Brackin



Let Your Voice 

Be Heard 
The Kentucky Department of Education has announced 

that Commissioner of Education and Chief Learner Jason 

Glass is conducting a virtual listening tour through May 6. 
 

Sessions are being held across the state, one in each  

cooperative region and one in Louisville. Sessions will be 

in the evening and will last approximately 90 minutes. 
 

Advance registration is available for a date you think will 

work best for you. If you are not sure which date will 

work for you at this time and wish to receive an invitation 

for more than one of the sessions, please select all of the 

dates that may work. 
 

Dates and Times (all times listed in Central Time) 

April 22, 5 to 6:30 p.m. – Central Kentucky Educational 

     Cooperative (Lexington) 

April 27, 5 to 6:30 p.m. – Northern Kentucky Cooperative 

     for Education Services (Cold Springs) 

April 29, 5 to 6:30 p.m. – Ohio Valley Educational  

     Cooperative (Shelbyville) 

May 4, 5 to 6:30 p.m. – Kentucky Valley Educational 

     Cooperative (Hazard) 

May 6, 5 to 6:30 p.m. – Kentucky Educational  

     Development Cooperative (Ashland) 
 

American Sign Language interpreters will be provided 

upon request at registration. The “Commissioner’s  

Listening Tour: Hearing Kentucky’s Voices on Education” 

sessions are open to everyone who wishes to be part of 

this important conversation, including students, 

parents/guardians, members of the community and school 

employees. Click HERE to register for any of the  

sessions listed above.

News and Information
n Have you ever thought about  
serving as a DC-KEA building  

representative? It’s that time of 

year! Whether you are certified or 

classified, we’d love to have you. 

Click HERE to learn more. 
 

n Are you a member who is  
retiring at the end of the year?  

We would like to show our  

appreciation. Please click HERE  

to submit your information. Thank 

you to all who have dedicated their 

lives to serving students!  
 

n KEA is sponsoring a membership drive right now! You 
don’t want to miss this awesome opportunity. You can 

join KEA FREE now through May 31. That means you 

can test drive all the member benefits without spending a 

penny! Email me or talk with your building rep: 
 

DC-KEA Building Representatives 
Audubon – Sara Duke, Sara Lee 

Burns Elementary – Melissa Reed 

Country Heights – Katie Janoski 

Deer Park – Hannah Corbett 

East View – Pam Craig 

Highland – Melanie Camron 

Meadow Lands – Kara Nash 

Sorgho – Katrina Quisenberry 

Southern Oaks – Kim Collignon 

Tamarack – Anne McAtee, Kelly Smith 

West Louisville – Becky Luckett, Jennifer Kidd 

Whitesville – Janet Farrell 

Burns Middle – Jennifer Thomas 

College View – Christine Tanner, Kimberly Craft 

Daviess County Middle – John Brett 

Apollo – Whitney Matthews, Steven May 

Daviess County High – Rhondalyn Randolph, Trina Riney 

Heritage Park – Danielle Ellis, Denise Pearson 

Owensboro Day Treatment – Amanda Miller 

Valley School – Barb McGarvie 

Transportation – Donnela Cason, Tim Trout 

Learning Center/Central Office – Jana Bryant 
 

Danielle Ellis, DC-KEA President – 270-852-7226       

danielle.ellis@daviess.kyschools.us

Danielle Ellis

got news? 
Send Information and Photos to grapevine@dcps.org

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJn8728QRgZn8fYD4dJq_Nhehr8pYlJ_vCiVijPWQxDDIWOQ/viewform
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1jziAs_spiLfctFHi4_vFpIpsrVsnz4-B3Q7JCtgTrX0
https://education.ky.gov/CommOfEd/Pages/Commissioner%e2%80%99s-Virtual-Listening-Tour.aspx


Nikki Knott named 

Distinguished 

Educator Finalist
Nikki Knott, a preschool teacher at Burns Elementary 

School, is a finalist for the Western Kentucky University 

Distinguished Educator Award in 

the area of elementary education. 
 

Her nomination recognizes  

Nikki as a leader in holding high 

expectations for all students.  

Excerpts note that she “strives to 

break down any and all barriers for 

her students. She plans instruction 

to meet the needs of all students, 

while also teaching rigorous  

primary lessons in preparing our 

students for kindergarten and early 

school readiness. She will not let her students fall behind 

or be left out; our preschools students are involved in 

everything. 
 

“She is innovative as a teacher. Nikki stands out among 

her colleagues as a master educator. She has planned and 

organized many events and real-life, hands-on activities 

for her students, such as a trike-a-thon to benefit Norton  

Children’s Hospital, a voting booth, volcano experiments, 

videoing herself in her family grocery store, and filming 

and taking her preschool students on a virtual field trip 

around Owensboro. Her class has even adopted a cow as a 

virtual pet! 
 

“As a faculty member, Nikki is highly respected. She  

displays such an enthusiastic and positive attitude. You 

can find her collaborating or working with her colleagues 

for instruction, participating or planning for school 

events, or out in the neighborhood meeting with students 

and families. 
 

“As a person, Nikki is so positive and friendly. She is not 

only inspiring to her students and the Bums Elementary 

School faculty, but also reaches far beyond our  

community. Her positivity and perseverance are  

contagious among anyone she is around. Very rarely is 

she seen without a smile on her face. Nikki Knott is truly 

the whole package: She is passionate and displays all 

characteristics of a professional educator.” 
 

Nikki was awarded a commemorative certificate and was 

recognized during a virtual awards ceremony hosted by 

Western Kentucky University on April 14. 

Nikki Knott

PPE Now Covered 
Members of the Kentucky Employees’ Health Plan 

(KEHP) are advised that the IRS recently announced that 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) used to prevent the 

spread of COVID-19 is now covered under Flexible 

Spending Account (FSA) or Health Reimbursement 

Arrangement (HRA) plans. This includes face masks, 

hand sanitizer and hand sanitizing wipes. 
 

Items that are not covered as eligible expenses under your 

FSA or HRA include face shields, gaiters, surface  

disinfecting wipes, and masks with vents or valves.  
 

Retailers are working to set up these products as FSA and 

HRA eligible expenses, but this process may take some 

time. Until retailers can accept your card, you can file a 

claim and submit receipts for reimbursement through your 

online account or on the mobile app. 

Staff Recognition 

Schedule 2020-2021 
DCPS appreciates all staff members every day ...  

but we look forward to celebrating special recognitions 

throughout the year. Mark your calendar and plan to join 

us in recognizing our colleagues throughout the year!  
 

April 

Volunteers (April 18-24, 2021) 

Office Staff/Secretaries (April 19-23, 2021) 
 

May 

Teacher Appreciation Week (May 3-7, 2021) 

School Health/Nurses/Health Assistants (May 12, 2021)



Reducing stress is like taking a weight off your shoulders. 

Chronic stress experienced over a period of months or 

years can cause lasting damage to both the mind and 

body, making you feel fatigued, distracted or irritable.  

Severe forms of stress, such as depression, may also result 

in an increased risk of cardiovascular disease, headaches, 

heartburn, high blood pressure and high blood sugar  

levels. Learn more about managing stress and adopting 

healthy lifestyle choices HERE.  
 

These weekly health and wellness tips are brought to you 

by the DCPS Food Services Department. We care about 

you! 

Healthy Lifestyle 

Tip of the Week

Tune In to DCPSTV 
Subscribe to the DCPS YouTube channel to stay 

informed about news and events taking place in our 

schools and across the district. Click HERE to tune in! 

Summer Camps, 

Clinics and Activities 
Check out the DCPS Digital Backpack to learn about 

summer camps, clinics and activities sponsored by DCPS 

schools and community organizations. 
 

Click HERE to review information posted in the Digital 

Backpack. Current opportunities include basketball camps 

sponsored by Apollo and Daviess County high schools; a 

volleyball camp sponsored by AHS; drama camps  

sponsored by DCHS; Daisy and Girl Scout activities; 

Owensboro Family YMCA programs; Soapbox Derby; 

4-H Summer Camp; Connect Camps; a free Accounting 

Career Awareness Program; and much more. 
 

If your school, club, team or organization is sponsoring 

an event or camp, send information in PDF format to  

contact@dcps.org  Be sure your flyer includes cost  

information, registration dates/deadlines, time/date and 

location of events, and contact information (full name and 

email address and/or phone number that families can  

contact for more information). 

Culturally Responsive 

Classrooms 
Summer Learning Opportunity 

DCPS is hosting a Summer Learning Opportunity for our 

district. Click the link below for more information about 

each of the three sessions, including dates, stipends and  

requirements: https://www.smore.com/dc4qg 
 

n Part 1 is open to teachers of all content areas and all  
     grade levels. Instructional coaches and administrators  

     are also invited to participate. 

n Parts 2 and 3 are designed for English/language arts  
     teachers and teachers who regularly curate classroom  

     libraries to serve their students’ reading needs. These  

     two sections are limited to 30 participants. 

n You can choose between three levels of participation:  
     Part 1 only; Parts 1 and 2 only; or Parts 1-3. 
 

All synchronous meetings will take place via Google 

Meet. There will be no in-person meetings for this series. 
 

Registration deadline is April 30. 
 

For more information, contact DCPS teacher induction 

coach Jeanette Barreiro at 270-852-7000 ext. 10206 or 

jeanette.barreiro@daviess.kyschools.us

https://www.mondaycampaigns.org/destress-monday/the-health-benefits-of-reducing-stress?utm_source=Healthy+Monday&utm_campaign=d80914f94a-HM_2021_4_5&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b96fa14bc8-d80914f94a-67492765
https://www.daviesskyschools.org/Content2/backpack
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLaIEcPGuUfYeZczEuMcdHA


EVES Family 

Appreciation Day 
East View Elementary School hosted a Parent/Guardian/ 

Caretaker Appreciation Day on March 31. A giant  

“Thank You, EVES Families” sign greeted everyone as 

they arrived at the school that morning, and teachers held 

up signs with messages of thanks as car riders arrived. 

Goodie bags with chocolate chip cookies and a message 

saying “Thanks for ‘chipping in’ on your child’s learning 

during virtual!” were distributed in the afternoon car rider 

line. There was also a QR code with a link to a video to 

thank families for their support. 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to our DCPS team as 

they welcome their new arrivals! 
 

Lauren Williams (BMS) and her  

husband Jordan welcomed a baby 

boy on Feb. 9.  Dallas Christopher 

Williams weighed 10 pounds,  

7 ounces upon arrival and measured 21 inches long.  
 

Debbie and Mark Fortney (DCHS) have announced the 

arrival of their seventh grandchild – the sixth girl in a 

row! Addison Grace was born March 11, weighing in at 7 

pounds, 9 ounces, and measuring 21 inches long. Pops 

now has a girls’ cross country team and is working on a 

track team!  

Sincere Sympathy 
We extend our sincere sympathy to 

Lisa Poirier (MLES) in the loss of her 

father, James Leo Powell of  

Owensboro, on April 14. 
 

Submit Milestone News about births, 

deaths, weddings, anniversaries and  

retirements to grapevine@dcps.org

Custom-made prom bouquets with matching boutonniere. 

Submit orders soon! $80. Vickie Hamlet (BES), 270-925-

3270.

Lego Ninjago Lego sets excellent condition with all pieces and directions included. Asking $50 for each set. Contact 

Josh Gaddis (CVMS) at 270-314-1362.

Deadline for our FINAL DC-bay! of the year is Friday, May 21. 

Send information to grapevine@dcps.org


